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Current AS President encourages all students to vote in upcoming election
Pollen isn’t the only thing floating in the 
air this time of the year. Student elections 
are now upon us, and questions about who 
will lead the 2018-2019 school year are up 
in the air.
The polls opened on Monday, April 23 
and will close on April 25 at 4:00 p.m. To 
submit a vote, students must log in to their 
MySMC account. Once logged in, students 
will have the option to vote for their class 
senators, as well as those who are running 
for Executive Council positions.
The six candidates running for the Ex-
ecutive Council are Rob Gonzalez ‘19 for 
President, Cary Feldman ‘19 for Vice Pres-
ident of Administration, Maddy Farias ‘19 
and Dante Fregoso ‘20 for Vice President 
of Student Organizations, and Elizabeth 
Newton ‘19 and Jolanda Sanchez ‘19 for 
Vice President of Finance.
For the Class of 2019 Senate team, 
Alexis Bustamante is running for Chair, 
Kimberly Ngyuen for Vice Chair, and 
Danielle Bourque and Colleen Garrecht-
Connelly as Senators.
As for the Class of 2020, Deja Her-
mosillo is running for Chair and Onuva 
Chowdhury, Arlene Liang, and Tom 
Muyunga-Mukasa are running for Sena-
tor positions.
The Class of 2021 candidates is look-
ing rather competitive, as there are nine 
students running for similar positions. 
The list includes Lindsey Aquino-Robles, 
Bryan Bamford, Sydney Meyer, and An-
nika Oledan for Chair/Senator, Kameryn 
Gubera and Drew Holt for Vice Chair/
Senator, and Clarissa Mongcupa, Em-
ily O’Neill, and Christopher Harris for 
Senator. 
The Collegian contacted the 23 stu-
dents running for Associated Students 
(AS) positions and received a few respons-
es through email and interviews. The can-
didates were asked why they were running 
for their position and what they hope to do 
for the Saint Mary’s community.
Arlene Liang ‘20, a JCL INSTEP Major, 
said she decided to run for a Senator po-
sition because she “wants to work with 
Sodexo to make Oliver Hall’s environment 
and food better.”
Tom Muyunga-Mukasa ‘20, who is 
running for a Senator position, told The 
Collegian: “This is a great opportunity to 
serve in a different and unique position 
within the student governing setup. I 
want to use the entire year (2018-2019) 
listening, watching, [and] learning, but 
also sharing my organizational and peer 
mentoring skills.”
Jolanda Sanchez ‘19, an Accounting ma-
jor and Spanish Literature minor, said in 
an interview with The Collegian that she 
is running for VP of Finance because she 
wants to see continued improvement in 
the program. “I want more transparency,” 
Sanchez said. “I want to be able to have 
things organized, so the treasurers have 
easier access and are are kept up to date.”
Similar to Sanchez, Elizabeth Newton 
‘19 is an Accounting major and is also 
running for VP of Finance. Newton said 
in an email correspondence,“I desire to 
be in a position in which I can produce 
change, particularly in regards to quality 
of student life. As a student concerned 
about the well-being of my peers, I am 
interested in engaging with student con-
cerns and being in the position to make a 
difference.”
Current AS President, Maria Mata ‘18, 
believes it is very important for students 
to vote. In an email, Mata said, “It is 
important for our constituents to vote 
because their voice really does matter. 
Students should elect someone they can 
trust and can look for when they have an 
issue or concern here on campus.”
Candidates are using posters, social 
media, and word of mouth to reach po-
tential voters. 
“We strongly encourage for candidates 
to campaign,” said Mata,  “even if they 
are unopposed because it is important 
students know who is representing them, 
especially in meetings with sensitive 
and important information affecting [all 
students].”  
Mata wants students to “understand 
why these candidates are running and 
what they can bring to the table during 
the term.” She added, “ Based on my two 
years here, students rarely know what AS 
is or does.”
If you have any questions regarding the 
student elections, you may email Maria 
Mata at aspresident@stmarys-ca.edu.
Employment of longtime Saint Mary’s employee in question
Tim Farley, the longtime Director of 
Government and Community Relations 
for Saint Mary’s College, has recently 
been the center of controversy over al-
legations of sexual harassment, made 
anonymously, but later supported by a 
preliminary investigation conducted by 
the Contra Costa Community College 
District (CCCCD), a former employer 
of Farley.
Citing legal obligations, Saint Mary’s 
College cannot comment on the status of 
Tim Farley’s employment at the institu-
tion, but The Collegian has found or been 
made aware of several pieces of evidence 
that point to an altered relationship be-
tween Farley and the College. 
Farley was serving as a trustee for the 
CCCCD when the transgression allegedly 
took place at a conference of district em-
ployees in Monterey, California in 2015. 
The district’s preliminary report on the 
alleged incident details witness accounts 
of Farley’s purported misconduct, con-
cluding that “it is reasonable to believe 
that approximately three years ago Mr. 
Farley did engage in unlawful sexual 
harassment.”
Six days after the district’s report, 
Farley resigned from the CCCCD, citing 
a “pressing personal family matter,” but 
no official word has been given about the 
status of his employment at Saint Mary’s 
College.
On April 8, Saint Mary’s spokesman 
Mike McAlpin told Bay Area News Group 
writer Daniel Borenstein that Farley still 
had a job at Saint Mary’s College. “Tim 
Farley is currently employed at Saint 
Mary’s College,” read part of an email 
from McAlpin to Borenstein that Boren-
stein shared with The Collegian. 
However, last week, McAlpin and other 
members of the Saint Mary’s administra-
tion have been unable to state publicly 
whether Farley still works at the College. 
In response to the question, McAlpin 
told The Collegian that “the College is 
mandated by legal guidelines” and he 
“can’t comment on a personnel matter.” 
Farley himself has been difficult to 
reach. Emails to his school address are 
referred to another employee at the 
school, and Farley’s office in the Brother 
Jerome West building on campus is now 
occupied by an Assistant Director of Fi-
nancial Aid at the College. In addition, 
Farley’s information can no longer be 
accessed through the Saint Mary’s fac-
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THE OUTGOING EXECUTIVE COUNCIL, above, is elected by students of all years. (Courtesy of Saint Mary’s College)
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“To act upon one’s convictions while others wait,
To create a positive force in a world 
where cynics abound,
To provide information to people when 
it wasn’t available before,
To offer those who want it, a choice—”
                   —Ted Turner
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This divide...is 
weakening our nation 
and challenging our 
notion of what it means 
to be an American.
Crime Beat
4/13 6:15pm
Incident: Suspicious Circum-
stance
Location: On-campus-Unknown 
location
Synopsis: Suspicious circum-
stance, non-student
4/14 2:00am
Incident: Student Handbook 
Violation
Location: Thille Hall
Synopsis: Alcohol in student dorm 
in plain view.
4/15 6:23 am
Visiting professors discuss current political division 
BY ANNA THIELEN 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 
Farley: Director of Government and Community Relations in controversy
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
In a nation divided, how can 
we stand? An event titled “Bridg-
ing the Political Divide” tackled 
this question. Hosted by the 
Politics department on April 19, 
the event was led by Nina Moore, 
a professor of Political Science at 
Colgate University, and sociolo-
gist Arlie Hochschild, Professor 
of Sociology at the University of 
California.
The two speakers opened with 
their concerns about the growing 
political divide in the United 
States between liberals and 
conservatives. This divide, they 
claimed, is weakening our nation 
and challenging our notion of 
what it means to be an American. 
Democrats stigmatize Repub-
licans as racist and backwards, 
while Republicans condemn 
Democrats for being hypocrites 
and self-interested. Understand-
ing this deepening political 
division in and between parties 
was explained by Moore and 
Hochschild as being complex and 
deeply nuanced. 
The complexity of this divi-
sion is then exacerbated by the 
refusal of both political parties 
to communicate and understand 
the opposing point of view. “At 
the moment in this country, we 
have two monologues and no 
dialogue” said Hochschild.  
Social media has a large hand 
in perpetuating the monologue 
and preventing dialogue, accord-
ing to Moore. “We now have to 
deal with what is called confir-
mation bias where both the left 
and the right gravitate towards 
media outlets who reinforce 
their beliefs” said Moore. She 
elaborated on this idea, as she is 
convinced the echo-chambers 
media has only created rein-
forced political bias along with 
fear and hatred of those who do 
not share one’s ideologies. 
“We don’t try to understand,” 
agreed Hochschild in response 
to Moore’s comments about 
social media. What we need to 
seek, Hochschild explained, are 
the deep stories. “Underlying 
politics is the ‘deep story,’” said 
Hochschild. These are the per-
sonal stories that pry at the root 
of people’s identity—the sum of 
experiences that drive decision 
making. These stories are not 
simple. They are complex, laced 
with emotion, and justified ratio-
nality. “We must recognize your 
deep story is just as real for you 
as mine is for me,” added Moore. 
By gaining an understanding 
of the deep stories of our po-
litical opponents, the speakers 
concluded that we, as Americans, 
can begin healing the divide. 
Hochschild ended with a story 
of two women in the South—one 
who was politically progres-
sive and the other who was a 
staunch supporter of the Tea 
Party. “And yet, they both loved 
music and culture. They would 
both have tea at each other’s 
houses,” Hochschild said. “What 
if the whole culture could learn 
something from this? This re-
spect.” 
In a country deeply divided 
and fragmented along political 
lines, tension continues to grow. 
Moore’s and Hochschild’s solu-
tion of reaching across the divide 
and finding common ground 
through the deep stories that 
make us human, may be  taking 
us one step closer to finishing 
the monologue and transitioning 
into a dialogue. 
ulty and staff directory on the 
school’s website. Farley was un-
responsive to multiple requests 
for comment on the matter. 
Recently, Saint Mary’s admin-
istrators have expressed their 
high level of concern for adher-
ence to the College’s sexual 
harassment policy and Title IX 
legislation. 
On Friday, April 13, President 
James Donahue sent an email 
reiterating “the commitment 
of Saint Mary ’s College to an 
equitable and inclusive environ-
ment” to Saint Mary’s faculty, 
staff, and students, also adding 
that “sexual harassment or vio-
lence of any kind simply cannot 
be tolerated on this campus” 
and that “reports of possible 
misconduct on our campus, or 
at our events, are thoroughly 
investigated by our Title IX 
office.” The email was sent in 
recognition of Sexual Assault 
Awareness Month.
In his conversation with The 
Collegian, McAlpin emphasized 
the expectation of professional-
ism and integrity the College 
has for its faculty and staff. “The 
College expects all employees to 
behave professionally,” he said. 
“There’s an expectation of pro-
fessional behavior, on campus 
and with the public.”
In an interview with The Col-
legian and producers of SMC 
Today, a radio show put on by 
the Saint Mary’s American Jour-
nalism class, Saint Mary’s Vice 
Provost of Student Life and Title 
IX Coordinator Jane Camarillo 
spoke similarly, saying, “The 
College also has an expectation 
for professional conduct regard-
less of where you are.”
At the same time, Camarillo 
made a distinction between 
behavior inside and behavior 
outside of the business of the 
College. “When you talk about 
corrective action or disciplinary 
action,” said Camarillo, “there 
are some limits to what Saint 
Mary’s would be able to do for 
conduct that occurs off campus 
that is unrelated to business 
of the College. So if somebody 
is on business for the College 
similar to student involved in a 
class activity off-campus, then 
the rules for Saint Mary’s apply. 
But if they are not involved in 
business for the College, then 
we don’t have the authority for 
that.”
“But we do have the expecta-
tion and a very strong expecta-
tion for professional conduct, 
appropriate professional con-
duct,” said Camarillo.
On the night of April 19, Saint 
Mary’s Provost and Vice Pres-
ident for  A cademic Affairs, 
Margaret Kasimatis, released 
a statement to Saint Mary ’s 
students, detailing the College’s 
“commitment to the principle of 
respect for all persons.” 
In the email, Kasimatis also 
noted: “However, it is clear that 
the College can do more to en-
sure that community members 
are aware of our policies and 
processes and honestly face our 
challenges.”
Kasimatis told The Collegian 
that “when an allegation of mis-
conduct is made, the College is 
committed to providing prompt 
and equitable resolution.”
Arlie Hochschild and Nina Moore Offer Solutions on Closing the Political Divide 
BRIDGING THE POLITICAL DIVIDE requires dialogue between both sides. (Courtesy of Davide Bonazzi)
 Kasimatis told The 
Collegian that  “when an 
allegation of misconduct 
is made, the College 
is committed to 
providing prompt and 
equitable resolution.” 
Incident: Informational Report
Location: Ageno East Hall
Synopsis: Student complaint
4/16 12:00pm
Incident: Vandalism
Location: Galileo Hall
Synopsis: Vandalism-projectile
 object damaged windows
4/19 11:45pm
Incident: Student Handbook Vio-
lation
Location: Filippi Academic Hall
Synopsis: Possession of Marijuana, 
possession of drug paraphernalia
Campus 
Calendar
Chapel Tour of De La 
Salle Windows
Tuesday, April 24
6 p.m. to 7 p.m.
Chapel
Contact:
Mission and Ministry Center
mmc@stmarys-ca.edu 
De La Cuisine: Cooking 
with CAB & Sodexo
Tuesday, April 24
7 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Oliver Hall
Denim Day-Sexual 
Assault Awareness 
Month Day of Action
Wednesday, April 25
All Day
Contact:
Erin Osanna-Barba
emo3@stmarys-ca.edu
Saint Mary’s College 
Academic Convocation 
and Reception
Wednesday, April 25
1 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Chapel
Contact:
Mission and Ministry Center
mmc@stmarys-ca.edu 
Trivia Night: 
Lasallian Edition
Wednesday, April 25
7 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Dryden Hall
Contact:
Mission and Ministry Center
mmc@stmarys-ca.edu 
18th Annual Latinx Cultural 
Night: Bajo la Misma Luna, 
Under the Same Moon
Thursday, April 26
5:30 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Soda Center
Contact:
Intercultural Center
theic@stmarys-ca.edu 
Fair Trade Friday
Friday, April 27
9 p.m. to 2 p.m.
Mission and Ministry Center
Contact:
Daisy Goiburn
drg12@stmarys-ca.edu 
Night Market
Friday, April 27
6 p.m. to 9 p.m.
De La Salle Lawn
Contact:
Yliza Yngayo
ydy1@stmarys-ca.edu
Impure Thoughts 
(Without Apology)
Thursday, April 26 to 
Sunday, April 29
Times vary 
LeFevre Theatre
Contact:
Tara Sundy
tms8@stmarys-ca.edu
The Campus Calendar column 
is a service highlighting major 
events of the week. To include 
your event, email details to 
staff@stmaryscollegian.com.
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DANTE QUAD will host a handful of donation stations during 1Day1SMC to support the student experience. (Gabby Vanacore/THE COLLEGIAN)
A number of decisions were fi-
nalized in the last Associated Stu-
dents (AS) Senate Meeting of the 
semester the night of Sunday, April 
22, including two resolutions that 
will be sent to President Donahue 
and other members of the College 
administration, a change to the the 
Associated Students election code, 
and the completion of the 2018-
2019 Associated Students Budget 
allocation.
Released by AS on Friday, April 19 
and formally shared with clubs and 
student organizations that same 
day, the proposed students budget 
allocation went through mostly 
unchanged, except for two minor 
amendments to the allocations for 
two student organizations: The Col-
legian and Gael Gaming. 
Otherwise, the $300,000 given 
by the College for AS to allocate 
went as planned in the proposed 
budget. Broken down, 18 percent 
went to the Diversity Fund, which 
includes events like the Diversity 
Dance, Arabian Night, and Asian 
Cultural Night, and the remaining 
82 percent was distributed to clubs 
and other student organizations in a 
manner determined by the Finance 
Committee of AS. 
Clubs and other student organiza-
tions that received relatively large 
allocations include the Campus 
Activities Board ($99,750), a branch 
of AS that organizes on-campus 
events like concerts and other spe-
cial events, AS ($33,750), and Sports 
Band (In the interest of full disclo-
sure: The Collegian as a student 
organization received $10,950). 
Two Resolutions—the “Resolu-
tion For the Endorsement of the 
Romantic Relationship Clause” 
and the “Resolution for the Im-
proved Relationship Between Stu-
dents, Administration and Faculty/
Staff”—were deliberated by AS and 
ultimately passed to be sent to and 
reviewed by President Donahue and 
other members of the College Ad-
ministration. The former of the two, 
authored by senior Samantha Coale, 
dealt with “the need for congruence 
among Student, Staff, and Faculty 
Handbooks,” “the real or perceived 
power differential between Faculty, 
Staff, and Students not in supervi-
sory relationships,” and “ineffective, 
unclear, and ambiguous language 
used to describe the relationships 
between the three parties in the 
current version of the handbooks.” 
The latter, authored by juniors 
Danielle Bourque and Kimberly 
Nguyen, proposed “that the admin-
istration, faculty, and staff hold one 
meet and greet event per semester 
during Community Time to ensure 
better participation and commu-
nication within the Saint Mary’s 
community. 
Another topic of conversation 
Sunday night was a change to the AS 
election code. Posed by junior Akila 
Cuddalore, a non-member of AS, the 
change allows for not only students 
seeking office but also initiatives to 
be results voted on in AS elections. 
Cuddalore, an opponent of the Col-
lege’s investment in the fossil fuel 
industry, argued that that issue and 
others like it should be voted on di-
rectly by concerned students. 
The meeting wound down with 
status reports from heads of numer-
ous committees within AS (e.g. the 
Finance Committee, the Black Lives 
Matter Committee, and the Library 
Committee) and final thoughts from 
the AS Executive Council, including 
AS President, Maria Mata, whose 
term, like those of AS’s other mem-
bers, officially ends Tuesday, May 1 
at noon. 
Budget allocation set up for clubs and organizations
BY DEAN BOERNER 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 
In support of the student experi-
ence at Saint Mary’s College, the 
Advancement Office will be host-
ing the third annual 1Day1SMC, a 
24-hour fundraising day that will 
take place Thursday, April 26. 
Since it began in 2015, the event’s 
past two years have been very suc-
cessful. Last year, there were 1,910 
donors who participated by giving 
money to the College. This year, 
the goal is to reach 2,018 donors. 
Additionally, various boards on 
campus are providing challenge 
gifts to unlock during the time of 
the campaign.  
Lisa Moore, the Vice President 
for Advancement, explains that 
1Day1SMC welcomes participa-
tion from every single person as-
sociated with Saint Mary’s. This 
includes students, alumni, par-
ents, friends, faculty, staff, and 
volunteers. “I would love to see a 
robust student population sup-
porting it because that’s where it 
all starts,” she says. 
The fundraising day is taking 
place during De La Salle Week, a 
week dedicated to the College’s 
Lasallian heritage. This year’s De 
La Salle week will be taking place 
from April 21 to the 29. “We think 
it’s super important to have our 
1Day1SMC effort during De La 
Salle week because everything 
we do is supposed to be about the 
mission,” says Moore. She adds 
that De La Salle Week helps give 
the community a reminder of the 
importance of giving back. 
Also, starting on Wednes-
day, April 25, and continuing all 
throughout Thursday, there will be 
a Thanks-A-Latte booth where all 
students, faculty, staff, and visitors 
will be able to receive free coffee. 
This is the College’s way of saying 
thank you to all those who make up 
Saint Mary’s and make 1Day1SMC 
possible. 
“You might be able to catch 
President Donahue out there 
pouring a cup of coffee during the 
day if you get there at the right 
time,” says Moore. “It will be a 
great day for all of us to come to-
gether as one.” 
All students, faculty, and staff 
are welcome to engage in the 
festivities and celebrate the day 
of giving, as there will be a photo 
booth, various lawn games, music, 
and more. 
“We want it to be a really festive 
and active and fun celebration of 
Saint Mary’s,” says Moore. 
All throughout the day, there 
will be many donation stations 
situated throughout the campus. 
Several stations will be located in 
the Dante Quad area, where most 
of the festivities will be going on, 
and donors will also be able to give 
gifts online. 
“Whether it be a dollar or some-
body giving a thousand dollars, 
every single gift adds up to make a 
difference,” says Moore. “So, that 
day is about participation and 
celebrating the cumulative power 
of giving back.” 
While gifts of all sizes are wel-
comed, once a student donor gives 
$10 or more, they become a Delta 
Gael member. Then they will re-
ceive a 10-percent discount at Cafe 
Louis and other opportunities and 
benefits. Dante Quad will also hold 
a station where students can pick 
up their Delta Gael packets after 
donating.
The College mainly encourages 
donors to give towards the Saint 
Mary’s College Fund, scholarships, 
or Gael Athletics, but donors are 
able to specify what area of the 
College they want to give money 
to. “We invite everyone to give 
passionately to the thing they care 
about the most that day,” encour-
ages Moore. 
Moore concluded: “I want to 
thank everybody ahead of time for 
participating and celebrating Saint 
Mary’s because we truly couldn’t 
do it without every single person 
participating that day.”
1Day1SMC fundraiser dedicated to giving back
BY GABBY VANACORE
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 
The 24-hour fundraising day will set up various donation stations around campus
ASSOCIATED STUDENTS’ last senate meeting took place on Sunday, April 22, and they voted on budget allocations. (Dean Boerner/THE COLLEGIAN)
Brenda’s: A tastebud journey from New Orleans to San Francisco
BY CLARICE ONG
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
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New Orleans cuisine is world-
renowned, and Brenda’s French 
Soul Food is among the best rep-
resentations of this distinguished 
cuisine in San Francisco. Brenda 
Buenviaje, born and raised in the 
New Orleans suburb of Harvey, 
Louisiana, headed to San Francisco 
armed with her culinary skills and 
the celebrated cuisine of her child-
hood home. 
The eponymous Brenda’s French 
Soul Food in the Civic Center 
neighborhood of San Francisco 
opened its doors in 2007, and their 
Creole fare has captured the hearts 
and bellies of both diners and food 
critics alike. Since its opening, the 
restaurant and its food have been 
receiving award after award and 
have been featured by Zagat, Thril-
list, Food Republic, Food Chan-
nel, San Francisco Chronicle, San 
Francisco Examiner, and The Wall 
Street Journal. 
Making the Crescent City proud, 
Brenda’s does not rely on preten-
tious décor to make itself stand out. 
The space is reminiscent of the res-
taurants of New Orleans: unfussy, 
down-to-earth, and ever-pleasant. 
The restaurant’s food and hospital-
ity take the spotlight. And does the 
food dazzle! Brenda’s execution of 
French soul food—French culinary 
technique combined with New 
Orleans soul—is simply impressive. 
Their ever-popular BFC (best fried 
chicken) is crispy, spicy, and addic-
tive. The BFC, which is served with 
a cream biscuit, hot pepper jelly 
and collard greens, is consistently 
named in Best Fried Chicken lists.
 Paying homage to Brenda’s 
childhood home, the restaurant 
offers a good selection of Creole 
and Cajun dishes. Their jambalaya, 
gumbo, red beans and rice, and 
etouffée are as good as any that one 
can find in Louisiana. The defini-
tive sandwiches of New Orleans—
po’boys and muffaletta—are also 
included in the lunch and dinner 
menus. 
Their po’boy options are fried 
shrimp, oyster, or catfish. In keep-
ing with tradition, they do not 
overstuff their po’boys with con-
diments, instead keeping them 
simple: topped with shredded 
lettuce, tomato, and the not-so-
traditional chipotle aioli. The muf-
faletta—made with salami, ham, 
mortadella, provolone, mozzarella, 
and house olive salad—stays true 
to tradition for the most part and 
should not be missed.
 No visit to New Orleans is com-
plete without eating beignets, and 
Brenda’s beignets should not be 
missed. Beignets are French-style 
deep fried choux pastries with 
copious amounts of powdered 
sugar on top. Brenda’s offers four 
flavors: plain, chocolate, granny 
smith apple, and crawfish. Brenda’s 
plain beignet—golden and crisp 
on the outside and pillowy on the 
inside—pleases the traditionalist. 
The chocolate beignet is filled with 
molten Ghirardelli chocolate and is 
a must-have for chocolate lovers. 
The granny smith apple is filled 
with cinnamon-spiced apples and 
honey butter and is delightfully 
not overly sweet. However, the un-
questionable star of the beignet 
selections is the crawfish beignet. 
It is filled with crawfish (note: a na-
tive New Orleanian will wince if the 
word “crawdad” was used in their 
presence) and spiced with cayenne, 
scallions and cheddar. The chewy 
crawfish with the mix of spices is 
addictive. For those who want to try 
all of Brenda’s beignets, the beignet 
flight is the way to go. 
 Aside from the classic New 
Orleans fare, Brenda’s also offers 
superb versions of other Southern 
classics. The shrimp and grits is 
not to be missed. The marriage 
of bacon and shrimp with a spicy 
tomato-bacon gravy over a silky 
smooth bed of cheddar grits is 
luscious. Similarly, the crispy pork 
belly served with a poached egg and 
spicy onion relish on top of cheddar 
grits is delectable. For those who 
are craving red meat, also available 
is grillades and grits: beef cutlets 
in spicy Creole gravy and served 
with eggs. 
The restaurant also offers re-
freshing sweet tea, which is a staple 
in most Southern tables. However, 
Brenda’s also offers watermelon 
sweet tea, which tastes as refresh-
ing as biting into a fresh cut slice of 
watermelon in the summertime.
 As a nod to their San Francisco 
home, Brenda’s also serves hang-
town fry and Dungeness crab 
croque monsieur. Their hangtown 
fry—purported to be the original 
California dish, which can his-
torically be traced all the way to 
the California Gold Rush—pleases 
seafood lovers and brunch lov-
ers. Though the dish is originally 
more of a scrambled egg dish, 
Brenda’s prepares theirs more 
like a frittata. The combination of 
succulent lightly fried oysters and 
salty, smoky bacon in an omelet is 
wonderful. 
During the Dungeness season, 
they serve decadent Dungeness 
crab croque monsieur. The sand-
wich comes with ham and generous 
servings of crab meat. The combi-
nation of salty ham and sweet crab 
meat is a delight to crab lovers. 
Brenda’s hangtown fry and Dunge-
ness crab croque monsieur high-
lights the San Francisco culinary 
traditions and fresh ingredients.
 For those who love oysters, 
Brenda’s is a good option. They 
have three selections of broiled 
oysters: Casino, Tchoupitoulas, 
and Orleans. Casino is broiled with 
bacon, green onions, crumbles of 
Brenda’s biscuits, Parmesan and 
gruyere. Tchoupitoulas is broiled 
with cayenne butter, garlic, and 
herbs. Orleans is broiled with their 
house signature barbecue sauce. 
They offer oyster flight that comes 
with a sample of each to those who 
cannot choose just one.
 While the food at Brenda’s is 
fantastic, their service is also stel-
lar. Due to their popularity, the wait 
can take a while. As a result, there is 
no shortage of grumpy diners. The 
staff expertly navigates the hungry 
and impatient crowd with their 
Southern hospitality. Once a guest 
is seated, the staff gives their full 
attention. The service is fast and ef-
ficient, but never rushed. The staff 
makes sure that their guests’ dining 
experience with them is wonderful. 
As a diner happily tucks into their 
food, a fleeting thought occurs: 
“The wait is worth it.”
If you want to sample the world-
renowned New Orleans cuisine, 
Brenda’s is among the local res-
taurants that serve food that will 
rival any dish that can be found in 
Louisiana. Their French soul food 
does justice to the proud culinary 
tradition of the chef/proprietor’s 
childhood home and pleases San 
Francisco food lovers.
CULTURE
THE COLLEGIAN    •    TUESDAY, APRIL 24, 2018STMARYSCOLLEGIAN.COM 5
“12 Rules for Life: An Antidote to Chaos,” Peterson’s thoughts on human existence
Jordan Peterson is a Canadian 
clinical psychologist, influen-
tial thinker, and professor of 
Psychology at the University of 
Toronto. Before teaching at U of 
T, he taught Psychology and con-
ducted research for five years at 
Harvard University. In 1999, he 
published his first book, “Maps 
of Meaning: The Architecture 
of Belief.” The book depicts a 
comprehensive theory about 
how people establish mean-
ing, beliefs, and stories through 
mythology, religion, literature, 
philosophy, and psychology. 
About six months ago, I discov-
ered Jordan Peterson, who some 
considered the pre-eminent “Fa-
ther Figure” and voice of reason 
a generation has been longing to 
hear. The first time I listened to 
one of his lectures on YouTube, 
I was immediately hooked. He 
talked about things I already 
knew, and also things I didn’t 
know, but the manner in which 
he articulated his thoughts and 
ideas intrinsically resonated 
with me. 
For a couple of months,  I 
couldn’t quite figure out why I 
felt the way I did. Interestingly, 
in an interview, Jordan Peterson 
said he receives that comment 
quite often, and thinks, “Per-
haps I struck the right balance 
between the familiar and the 
Alex U. Inn provides a stage for the marginalized drag community
BY MAUREEN THAETE
CULTURE EDITOR
“Drag in the Bay Area is fabulous, 
creative, and just out there, in some 
cases.” Alex U. Inn, a principal figure 
in the local drag community, would 
know best. “It could be more bal-
anced with King and Queens, but 
houses like KINGDOM! are help-
ing to expand the numbers of Drag 
Kings.” Alex is affecting this aware-
ness and change not only in the 
greater drag community, but also 
on the Saint Mary’s College campus. 
Alex U. Inn is an award-winning 
drag king, self-described “artivist,” 
the elected grand marshal to last 
year’s Pride celebration, founder 
of San Francisco drag house KING-
DOM!, and a key player in Saint 
Mary’s own on-campus drag oppor-
tunities. Having just won the title for 
the Best of the Bay Drag King for the 
third year in a row, there is no doubt 
that Inn’s contributions to the com-
munity are a remarkable feat.
A part of their role as a drag 
“artivist,” Inn said, is to promote 
social justice and learning in their 
performance. “My hip-hop drag 
king krew, Momma’s Boyz, are 
very conscious when we are on 
stage—of our performance, [the] 
words we spit, and to the attention 
to social consciousness. We try not 
to alienate our audiences, but we do 
drop lyrical knowledge that leads to 
healthy debates.” According to Alex, 
a part of what is lacking in main-
stream drag are dialogues about 
inclusion and acceptance. Drag 
inherently provides a space to break 
with convention and allow diversity 
to thrive, yet many of the prevailing 
voices in the community belong to 
white men, whom Alex notes are 
“still privileged and [forget] that 
their platform could be a platform 
for change, not just for a cheap joke 
or a cheap laugh.”
Alex founded the drag house 
KINGDOM! to promote inclusion 
within the drag community itself. “I 
noticed too often the Drag Queens 
ruled the venues and the stages. 
Most were only inviting their Drag 
Queen Sisters to perform.” Most 
of the popular culture pertaining 
to drag exclusively features drag 
queens, so seeking representation 
for drag kings is an especially press-
ing concern. “I wanted a platform 
for Kings of Color, returning veter-
ans Kings, as well brand new Kings, 
to have a safe place to hone the art 
of Kinging,” said Alex, explaining 
the importance of KINGDOM! for 
these less represented performers.
Throughout the spring semester, 
Alex has been continuing to educate 
about the art and history of drag 
kings amongst the Saint Mary’s 
community. On March 21, Alex 
and Professor Scott Schönfeldt-
Aultman shared their insights on 
the relationship between drag and 
social justice in the second install-
ment of the series of Art Chats held 
at the Saint Mary’s College Museum 
of Art. Most recently, on Tuesday, 
April 17, Professor Schönfeldt-Ault-
man’s Communication and Social 
Justice: Drag class teamed up with 
Alex U. Inn and the Momma’s Boyz 
to present an on-campus drag show 
titled “Suited for Justice, Suited for 
Change.” The show included vi-
brant, energetic performances from 
the Momma’s Boyz, some of the 
KINGDOM! Krew, and a number 
of student performers. All of these 
drag kings performed song, dance, 
or spoken word, while often engag-
ing with the audience and promot-
ing political messages about justice 
for marginalized people. 
Drag events on campus may be 
over for the semester, but there are 
plenty of upcoming opportunities 
throughout the area. In particular, 
BY BRADLEY NEAL
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
just in time for this year’s Pride 
month, Momma’s Boyz and KING-
DOM! are partnering with the 
GLBT Historical Society to present 
the first drag king museum. Alex 
shared the details of this exciting, in-
teractive project: “Through the lens 
of virtual reality, augmented reality, 
3-D holograms, projection mapping 
and interactive touchscreens, you 
will experience the world of Drag 
Kings like never before.” The mu-
seum opens to the public on June 
8, and KINGDOM! will continue 
to host their remarkable monthly 
shows and raise money to service 
both the queer and drag communi-
ties.
unfamiliar while formulating 
the rules.” Because I was vastly 
interested in the things he shares 
online, I purchased his new, 
highly-touted book, “12 Rules 
for Life: An Antidote to Chaos.” 
Based on the title, it seems like a 
quintessential ‘self-help’ book. 
But, it’s not. It’s much more. 
For a while, I contemplated 
nihilism; the belief that life is 
meaningless or extreme skepti-
cism maintaining that nothing in 
the world has a real existence. It 
was a dark, confusing place. But, 
thankfully, this book helped me 
perceive things differently. His 
firm, nuanced messages about 
personal responsibility trans-
formed how I approached life 
and introduced me to the hor-
rible, inherent truth of life itself, 
which is that life is suffering. 
Thus, to find genuine meaning 
and value in life, we must actively 
work to assuage that suffering. 
As many people know, life can 
be disproportionately difficult. 
However, if we sacrifice the pres-
ent for the future and work to be-
come socially responsible, com-
petent, self-sufficient adults, we 
will subsequently create a better 
future for not only ourselves, but 
also our family and friends. But, 
that requires a valiant effort—a 
level of effort that some may just 
be unwilling to put in. 
This book is  composed of 
twelve chapters, each delineat-
ing abstract ethical principles—
grounded on biology, literature, 
religion, myths, clinical experi-
ence, and scientific research—
that each and everyone of us can 
live by or adopt, to help success-
fully manifest ourselves into the 
world. One of my favorite chap-
ters of his book, chapter seven, 
strongly encourages people to 
pursue what is meaningful, not 
what is expedient. 
After graduation, most stu-
dents will either elect to contin-
ue their education by attending 
graduate school, law school, or 
medical school, or go directly 
into the workforce. It’s a tough 
time. More students are coming 
out of college and less jobs are 
available. An undergraduate de-
gree doesn’t hold as much signifi-
cance as it once did, even though 
it costs an inordinate amount of 
money to obtain one. And now, 
this Canadian psychologist, 
Jordan Peterson, is telling us not 
only to land a job, but to choose 
something meaningful. Well, 
that’s not an easy task for anyone. 
I could cover most of the chap-
ters in this book—because the 
content merits it—but I wanted 
to focus primarily on a principle 
closely applicable to college stu-
dents. In such an unprecedented 
and confusing time, we’re told 
that if we want to be success-
ful we need to attend a top-
tier school, earn a high GPA, 
and secure a couple internships 
if we want to get a good job out 
of school. It’s challenging. It 
requires a ton of work. And, 
if you’re doing it because you 
want to make a lot of money or 
you want to make your parents 
proud, and not because you like 
it or because it’s something you 
find value in, when the work gets 
really difficult, you’re going to 
fail. You’ll hit something stron-
ger than you. And if passion and 
enjoyment are absent—you’ll 
fall. You won’t have the necessary 
strength to get back up on your 
feet. Choose what is meaningful, 
not what is expedient. 
JORDAN PETERSON’S latest work calls for personal responsibility. (Courtesy of Carlos Osorio) 
ALEX U. INN of KINGDOM! drag house and the Momma’s Boyz hosted the “Suited for Justice, Suited for Change” on campus drag show earlier this month. (Courtesy of Maureen Thaete) 
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Every individual under the sun 
with a liberal arts degree has heard 
the following words spoken: “good 
luck finding a job after gradua-
tion.” Throughout our four years 
in higher education, our learning is 
primarily motivated by our desire 
to find a steady, high-paying job 
after graduation—our desire to 
learn is, somehow, less important. 
This is understandable. Everyone 
wants to be happy and successful, 
and securing a steady source of 
income is definitely an important 
part of achieving that goal. But, 
it shouldn’t be the primary goal. 
We should be looking at higher 
education primarily as a means of 
fulfilling ourselves and pursuing 
our passions. 
When you commit to working 
toward your bachelor’s degree, 
you commit to studying a certain 
subject for four years—you work to 
become an expert in your field. The 
bachelor’s degree should function 
as a way to give us a solid, thorough 
foundation in the field we choose 
to pursue a career in. With this in 
mind, ideally, we would all study 
subjects that fulfill us, regardless 
of marketability. But the fact re-
mains that employers look for very 
specific skill sets when hiring, and 
degrees in Business Administra-
tion and the sciences are revered 
for being the most marketable, 
forcing students in the field of 
liberal arts to contemplate choos-
ing between studying a subject 
they love and a subject that will 
easily get them a good job. Jobs 
in the humanities are few and far 
between, unless you plan to teach. 
This discourages many students 
from pursuing a degree in liberal 
arts, even if it is their desired field. 
When did higher education stop 
being about quenching a thirst for 
learning and pursuing the study of 
subjects that fulfill you, and start 
functioning as just another step-
ping stone to a high-paying career? 
I am a third-year English-Cre-
ative Writing major and Women’s 
and Gender Studies minor. When 
I committed to Saint Mary ’s, 
I was constantly reminded by 
everyone—my parents, relatives, 
teachers, friends—that I needed 
to think about my future when 
choosing a field of study. A degree 
in the liberal arts discipline would 
not put food on the table or give 
BY MARSHALL LYMBURN
OPINION EDITOR
Despite recent shootings, we still need firearms in our society
Earlier this month, a disgruntled 
YouTuber drove from Los Ange-
les to San Bruno, slept in her car 
overnight, and then proceeded to 
shoot two people at YouTube head-
quarters before killing herself. She 
had purchased a firearm and am-
munition legally, used the weapon 
without incident at a local gun 
range, and was woken by police who 
checked on her as she slept in her 
car the night before the shooting. 
Hearing this story the day after on 
the radio as I drove to school, I could 
only come to one conclusion. As long 
as there are firearms in our society, 
incidents like this will be impossible 
to prevent. Yet, I am still not for their 
total proscription.
California has some of the strict-
est gun laws in the country. We have 
banned detachable magazines on 
rifles, which would allow weapons 
to be reloaded faster. We have re-
stricted magazine capacity to 10 
rounds, limiting how many bullets 
can be fired at a time. We have wait-
ing periods, background checks, and 
a “red flag” system by which family 
members can legally confiscate a 
person’s firearm if they are a danger 
to themselves or others. Yet none 
of these measures prevented the 
shooting in San Bruno, and many 
other shootings like it. So why am 
I not for legislation that would out-
right prevent such atrocities from 
occurring? Because the sad truth is 
that guns are still indispensable as a 
tool of self-defense.
I live in a safe neighborhood in an 
urban area, where police response 
times are fast. It’s easy for me to ar-
gue I have no need for a firearm. But 
would I extend the same argument 
to someone living in a low-income 
neighborhood, rife with crimes and 
break-ins? Moreover, would I ex-
tend the same argument to someone 
living in a rural area, where police 
response times could be several 
hours? No. I am lucky to live where I 
live. But there are millions of Ameri-
cans living in situations like this, and 
removing these people’s ability to 
defend themselves seems nothing 
but unethical.
This is not to say I am attached to 
guns dogmatically. Shooting some-
one likely means killing someone, 
and if there were an equally effective 
way of stopping a dangerous assault 
from occuring, there would be no 
need for firearms. We must also 
account for the fact that a firearm, 
in many situations, could need-
lessly escalate or cause a violent 
incident. Take, for instance, many 
state’s open-carry laws. What could 
be one’s person expression of their 
right to carry a firearm could be 
perceived as an intent to intimidate 
or kill. This seems like a patently bad 
idea. Additionally, those keeping 
firearms but not trained to use them 
properly risk harming themselves 
more than anyone, and the numbers 
show it: between 500-800 a year die 
from accidental firearm discharges.
One may ask, “But what about 
mass shootings?” This may be an 
opportunity for us to clear up some 
misconceptions about the rates 
and causes of firearm deaths in 
our country. The New York Times 
reports 316 “mass shootings” in 
2017. Many other news sources 
cited, and continue to cite, similar 
statistics. To make the counterclaim 
that this number is inflated would 
be disingenuous, given there is no 
actual definition of “mass shoot-
ing.” Before 2012, the definition 
of “mass shooting” (as defined by 
the FBI) was four or more people 
killed, excluding the shooter and 
gang-related incidents. By this defi-
nition, there were 146 “mass shoot-
ings” between 1966 and 2017. But in 
2012, the definition was altered to 
mean three or more people killed, 
including the shooter and gang 
related incidents. As it is nowadays, 
the number spiked to being in the 
hundreds every year.
Moreover, mass shootings are 
not even close to the leading cause 
of death by firearms. In 2013, mass 
shooting (there were a reported 
148) accounted for only 2.2 percent 
of firearm deaths that year. Around 
60 percent of annual firearm deaths 
are from suicide, and around 30 
percent are from homicide. But even 
of homicides, various sources cite 
between 85-94 percent of homicides 
per year are committed with illegal 
firearms. Finally, on the hotbed 
topic of “school shootings,” you may 
be surprised to find we are at the 
safest time ever to be in a school or 
university. Just this year, NPR ran a 
story on both school shootings and 
firearm-related incidents being 
their lowest ever.
Returning to the topic of the le-
gality of firearms, I’ve made it clear 
there’s an ethical reason for some 
people being able to own firearms. 
But this statement by no means 
suggests that anyone should be able 
to own any firearm. Take the most 
egregious extreme of this claim—a 
paranoid schizophrenic being able 
to own a fully automatic rifle with 
extended magazines. We clearly 
have a problem here. People’s abil-
ity to demonstrate they can safely 
own a firearm, if not the regulation 
of the kinds of firearms people can 
own, is an imperative. But I fear a 
point where regulation becomes 
so scrupulous that people with the 
need for a firearm are impaired from 
getting one. We should be thinking 
of those who have no better option 
than to own a gun, help them get one 
if they need it, and in the meantime, 
work on a better alternative.
me my own house or even allow 
me to continue living in Moraga 
after graduation. “You should be 
a business major,” my mother told 
me (a recipient of a BA in Business 
Administration herself ). “It’s been 
a valuable tool in my career.” But I 
cringed at the thought of commit-
ting myself to study a discipline I 
had no interest in, not to mention 
at putting myself thousands upon 
thousands of dollars in debt to 
do it. 
RECENT MASS SHOOTINGS in schools and elsewhere in the U.S. have prompted conversation regarding gun control. (Courtesy of Reuters)
Liberal arts education is more about passionate learning than high pay
BY KERRY-ANNE LOUGHMAN
OPINION COLUMNIST 
However, this is the reality for 
many students who feel as though 
they don’t have a choice. More 
and more, the purpose of higher 
education is to be able add a line on 
your resume stating you got your 
bachelors degree. 
I’m studying English because 
I love it, and I’m good at it. I love 
to read texts that explore differ-
ent societal themes, I can write 
a mean textual analysis paper, I 
can analyze imagery, setting, and 
characterization with my eyes 
closed and both hands tied behind 
my back. After I graduate, I hope to 
pursue a master’s degree and go on 
to have a career in publishing or 
writing. Is it going to be easy? No. 
Am I willing to give it a shot? Yes. 
This is the field where my inter-
ests, my passion, and my dreams 
lie, and I believe my four years 
in higher education should be 
focused on exactly that: fulfilling 
myself through the study of what 
I’m passionate about, not what 
will get me the highest-paying job.
LIBERAL ARTS MAJORS continue to face the stigma of not having a high-paying job after graduating college. (Courtesy of New York Post)
A degree in liberal arts 
would not put food on 
the table or give me 
my own house or even 
allow me to continue 
living in Moraga 
after graduation.
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Sports 
this week
BASEBALL
NIKKI ALEXANDER jumps on a fastball en route to a Saint Mary’s season sweep over Sacramento State. (Courtesy of smcgaels.com)
BY TYLER BINDI
SPORTS EDITOR 
Softball dazzles in series sweep of Sacramento State
Tues. @ Nevada 3:00 p.m.
Fri. vs Utah Valley, 3:00 p.m.
Sat. vs Utah Valley, 10:00 a.m.
Sun. vs Utah Valley, 1:00 p.m.
After taking two out of three 
against USD, the Gaels continue 
their road trip to take on Fresno 
State and University of the Pacific.
SOFTBALL
Fri. @ BYU, 4:00 p.m.
Fri. @ BYU, 6:00 p.m.
Sat. @ BYU, 12:00 p.m.
Softball stays on the road 
for a huge matchup against 
conference foe BYU.
Puttin’ with Pavan
BY PAVAN SAGOO
ATHLETE COLUMNIST 
rible, but it also wasn’t enough for us 
to keep up with Pepperdine, who, to 
their credit, continued to play some 
absolutely faultless golf around 
what wasn’t that easy of a course. 
We were 15 shots back heading into 
the final round, but we hadn’t given 
up just yet. Our coach continued 
to reiterate to us that evening that 
anything can happen, especially in 
golf. After all, Perry showcased to 
us on the first day just what is doable 
around Carlton Oaks, and we needed 
to head into the final round with the 
mindset of it not being over until the 
very last hole.
Round three was again somewhat 
of a struggle until the back nine. We 
hadn’t managed to make up that 
much ground over the front nine, 
and hopes of winning were starting 
to fade away. In fact, if we were to fin-
ish second at this point, that would 
have been a good result. Thakfully, 
the back  nine was a different story. 
As expected, the winds picked up a 
considerable amount as we made 
the turn, and teams ahead of us 
began to drop shots. Not only were 
they dropping shots, but we were 
able to gain some strokes thanks to 
the “never-give-up” attitude that we 
had put into place. In one final effort, 
the team managed to come together 
at just the right time. Perry managed 
to stay strong throughout the final 
stretch and ended up finishing the 
day on two-under par, which was 
good enough for him to place second 
individually for the Championship. 
I, myself, was able to find some form, 
TRACK & FIELD
Fri. @ Brutus Hamilton 
Open, Berkely, CA
Sat. @ Brutus Hamilton 
Challenge, Berkely, CA
WOMEN’S SOCCER
Fri. vs UC Davis 7:00 p.m.
Thurs. - Sat. WCC 
Championship @ Claremont,CA
The team gears up for the West 
Coast Conference tournament. 
WOMEN’S TENNIS
tering five hits. The most impres-
sive part of Whitt’s outing was 
that she did it all without tallying 
a single strikeout. Sacramento 
State’s ace was no slouch by any 
means. Celina Matthias held the 
Gaels to just one run in seven in-
nings pitched, but that run proved 
to be crucial.
In the top of the seventh inning, 
Nikki Alexander delivered in the 
clutch as she launched a double 
to center field that would drive 
in Julia McCormack from second 
base. Alexander’s big swing would 
put Saint Mary’s ahead 1-0.
However, the Hornets were 
not done yet. Sac State had their 
chance in the bottom of the sev-
enth inning when they put to-
gether a pair of singles to get 
runners on first and second with 
just one out. In the end, it would 
not be enough for the Hornets to 
throw Whitt off her game, as the 
senior buckled down and induced 
two groundouts to end the inning 
and earn Saint Mary’s the win.
Game two continued on with 
the theme of dominant pitching, 
as both teams failed to push a 
run across in the seven innings 
of regulation, so the game headed 
to extra innings. The two pitch-
ers, Eileen Perez of the Gaels and 
Savanna Corr of the Hornets, 
proved to be absolutely dominant 
throughout the game. However, 
eventually one of them would 
need to falter.
Saint Mary ’s finally broke 
through against Corr when Hai-
ley Sparacino sent a single to right 
field that would plate two runners 
and give the Gaels a 2-0 lead. 
Two runs were plenty for Perez, 
and she continued to dismantle 
the Sacramento State hitters. She 
would shut the Hornets out in the 
bottom of the eighth inning in 
order to secure a Saint Mary’s vic-
tory. Perez finished the day with 
no runs allowed and just six hits in 
eight innings pitched, along with 
eight strikeouts and just one walk.
The team will now embark on 
a long layoff. Their next game 
is April 27, when they travel to 
Provo, Utah for a three-game 
West Coast Conference series 
against BYU. Game times are set 
for a double header on Friday at 
4:00 p.m. PT and 6:00 p.m. PT a 
series finale on Saturday at 12:00 
p.m. PT.
and played the first seven holes 
of the back nine in six-under par, 
which was good enough for a 66 and 
a top-five finish for the Champion-
ship. Although we had managed to 
climb the leaderboard a consider-
able amount, the day wasn’t quite 
done. My playing partner from BYU 
had a rough finish, playing the final 
three holes in six-over par, and this 
allowed us to gain yet more ground. 
Ultimately, we came through and 
took the second place finish that 
four teams were battling it out for. 
Although we lost to Pepperdine, 
who seemingly couldn’t put a foot 
wrong the entire week, we showed 
resilience and managed to beat three 
of our rivals who were each ranked 
ahead of us at the beginning of the 
Championship.
This was definitely another step 
in the right direction, which isn’t 
something we would usually say 
after a second-place finish and is 
definitely something that we should, 
and will, build off of heading into the 
next three weeks of practice before 
making our fourth consecutive 
NCAA Regional appearance. We 
have come within touching distance 
of making Nationals in the past, and 
I suppose that you could say that 
for the seniors, this is well and truly 
our final pursuit. I assure you that 
we will be putting in every single 
ounce of energy that we have into 
preparing as best as we possibly can 
for this year’s Regional. We’re not 
quite ready to play our final ever 
event…just yet.
The Gaels headed up to Sac-
ramento for a midweek double 
header against Sacramento State. 
Saint Mary’s (13-27, 1-5 WCC) 
defeated Sac State (22-15, 7-5 Big 
Sky) in both games on Wednesday 
to claim the season sweep. The 
Gaels won the first game 1-0, and 
the second 2-0 in extra innings. 
Game one was the prototypical 
definition of a pitcher’s duel, as 
Gaels starter Katlyn Whitt threw 
seven shutout innings, while scat-
Well, I guess you could say that 
we took yet another small step in 
the right direction. Usually, second 
place isn’t something that we would 
be too proud; after all, we don’t put in 
countless hours on the golf course in 
order to finish as “first loser.” How-
ever, this year was slightly different. 
I can’t quite remember a time when 
the WCC had five teams ranked 
within the top 55 in the nation. The 
field was one of the strongest we 
have ever faced this early on in the 
post-season, which meant that win-
ning would be that much tougher 
and taste that much sweeter. Unfor-
tunately, it wasn’t to be.
We got off to a fairly strong start 
after day one. The team fired a six-
under-par round, spearheaded by 
my fellow senior, Perry Cohen. His 
round of 66, six-under, was quite 
literally flawless—not a single bogey 
on the scorecard. A native of the San 
Diego area, Perry knew a thing or 
two about Carlton Oaks and all of 
its nuances, and to say that he was 
excited heading into the week would 
be somewhat of an understatement. 
His excitement carried through into 
round one and gave the rest of the 
team just the boost we needed. It 
had been somewhat of an up and 
down day up until Perry posted his 
score, with Blake Hathcoat shoot-
ing a very credible two-under-par 
round, myself turning in a round of 
even, young-gun Ash Hakim coming 
in with a round of two-over, and the 
final third of our senior contingent, 
Connor Blick, battling to the very 
end for a 76. We hadn’t really per-
formed as we would have liked, but 
Perry’s round filled us with the belief 
that a low score was to be had at Carl-
ton Oaks, and it allowed us to keep 
our heads high heading into day two.
Round two was a disappointment. 
Simply, we let an opportunity slip 
out of our hands, and we ultimate-
ly paid the price. The conditions 
seemed to get the better of us, even 
though we headed into the day with 
absolute optimism. The lowest score 
we were able to post that day was one 
over par from Connor. It wasn’t ter-
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0
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Beach Volleyball finishes as runner-up at Championships
The beach volleyball team 
has been ranked in the top-20 
nationally the majority of the 
season. Tough matchups against 
Cal, Stanford, and Loyola Mary-
mount have challenged the Gaels 
all season. With their sights set 
on the WCC Championships, the 
Gaels had a match against Cal on 
Tuesday, April 17, at the Moraga 
Commons before traveling to 
Santa Monica for the conference 
finale. The Gaels swept the Bears 
in the top two pairs matches, but 
Cal ultimately won 3-2. And over 
the weekend, Saint Mary’s fought 
hard for a second-place finish, 
ultimately falling to Pepperdine 
in the WCC Championship.
Last Tuesday, Morgan Hughes 
and Payton Rund defeated the 
Bears for the third time this 
season, but what was even more 
impressive is that the Rund/
Hughes duo defeated the nation-
ally ranked Alexia Inman and 
Mika Mirkovic for the second 
time this year. The No. 1 Gael 
pair finished off the No. 1 Bears 
duo 21-14, 21-16.
Next up for the Gaels was their 
No. 2 duo, Emily Bible and Lind-
sey Knudsen. They also defeated 
the Bears with a 22-20 and 21-10 
finish. Earlier in the season, the 
Bible/Knudsen duo fell to Jes-
sica Gaffney and Iya Lindahl.
Unfortunately for the Gaels, 
those two victories would be 
their only two for the day. De-
spite a strong effort from Sarah 
Chase and Mary Hernandez, 
they fell 21-19 and 21-14. Lindsey 
Calvin and Kelsey Knudsen lost 
their match 21-15, 22-20, 15-13.
After their match against Cal, 
the Gaels looked to the 2018 West 
Coast Conference Champion-
ship on Friday, April 20, and Sat-
urday, April 21, in Santa Monica, 
California. The Gaels entered the 
Championships as the No. 3 seed.
Saint Mary’s finished the WCC 
Championship as runner-up for 
the second time in three years. 
The Gaels won all of their match-
es on Saturday with a 5-0 victory 
over No. 6 seed Portland and a 
3-2 victory over 17/15 ranked and 
No. 2 seed Loyola Marymount.
In their victory over the Pilots, 
not one pair lost a set. Madi Wilk-
erson and Sienna Young defeated 
Pilots’ No. 5 pair Liz Reich and 
McKenzie Schwan 21-5 and 21-
9, the largest margin of victory 
against the Pilots.
The second match of the day 
saw the Gaels first victory over 
the nationally ranked LMU Li-
ons. Hernandez and Chase won 
the deciding match against the 
Lions’ No. 3 pair in three sets, 
21-17, 21-23, and 15-11. With the 
Gaels’ strong victories, they were 
BY KIMBERLY PASCHAL
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positioned to play Pepperdine. 
A victory over the Waves would 
send Saint Mary’s to the champi-
onship at noon.
U n f o r t u n a t e l y,  t h e y  w e r e 
swept by the two-time defend-
ing WCC champion and No. 
2/2-ranked Waves 5-0 and sent 
to an elimination match against 
the Lions. Lindsey Knudsen 
and Emily Bible finished off the 
Lions to send the Gaels to the 
championship match against 
the Waves. 
Despite Morgan Hughes and 
Payton Rund winning their first 
set, the No. 1 Waves’ pair Deahna 
Kraft and Corinne Quiggle won 
set two 21-15 and set three 15-
9. Saint Mary’s was, yet again, 
swept 5-0 by the Waves, but  they 
finished runner-up for their sec-
ond time in three years.
Despite the second place fin-
ish, the Gaels were proud of 
their efforts. “It has been awe-
some seeing the level of play 
in collegiate beach volleyball 
get better and better each year. 
We’ve been the underdogs in 
the majority of our schedule this 
year, and everyone on our team 
fearlessly rose to the challenge,” 
said senior Mary Hernandez. 
She went on to say, “I will miss 
training and competing with all 
of my hardworking and dedi-
cated teammates and coaches 
tremendously.”
With their season in the books, 
the Gaels are proud of what they 
accomplished in 2018, and those 
returning will look forward to 
getting revenge on Pepperdine 
in 2019. 
BEACH VOLLEYBALL finished as runner-up at WCC Championships for the second time in three years. (Courtesy of smcgaels.com)  
